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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, tiowever, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 March 2001 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) KI Claim(s) 1-23 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-23 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152, 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is responsive to Amendment, filed 03/31/05. 
Claims 1-23 are pending in this application. In the Amendment, claims 1, 3, 8, 1 1, and 13 
are amended, and claims 18-23 are new claims. This action is made non-final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hobbs (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,523,022 Bl). 

As to claim 1, Hobbs teaches a method for presenting zero or more User Interface (UI) 
objects as pad of a UI on an information processing system, the method comprising: 

associating an associative array (associative array, e.g., col. 8 lines 40-45) with one or 
more entries to each of a plurality of UI objects presentable as part of a UI (window display, e.g., 
col. 8 lines 48-50); 

presenting at least one UI object based on a state of at least one global context flag for the 
UI (argument acts as a key, e.g., col. 8 lines 40-43, and col 17 line 62-col 18 line 21); 
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receiving at least one of a response from an end-user to the presentation of the at least 
one UI object and an event-based trigger (based on the key with a plurality of optimum values to 
create the display window/object, e.g., col. 8 lines 43-60); 

altering the state of the global context flag label based on the response from the end-user 
(the user can select the menu choice causes the application that is executed to match with the 
keys or global context flags, e.g., col. 8 lines 50-55); 

performing a Boolean comparison between the global context flag and one or more of the 
entries in the associative array for each of the UI objects (Boolean comparison to do the 
judgment in the display processes, e.g., col. 1 1 lines 55-67); and 

presenting zero or more of the plurality of UI objects as part of the UI to the end-user 
based upon a result of the Boolean comparison (the argument that acts as a key or the key can be 
used to create a pop-up or floating window display for viewing by the user, e.g., col. 17 line 62- 
col. 18 line 48). 

As to claim 2, Hobbs teaches the method wherein the step of presenting to an end-user 
the at least one UI object further comprising at least one of the following: 
presenting a visual image (graphic images, e.g., col. 25 line 1); 
creating a vibration; 
playing a sound; 
emitting a scent; and 
emitting a taste. 

As to claim 3, Hobbs teaches the method wherein the step of associating an associative 
array with one or more entries to each of a plurality of UI objects that may be presented as part 
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of a UI includes associating an associative array with zero or more entries to each of a plurality 
of UI objects that may be presented as part of the UI by retrieving the associative array from a 
file when an application using the UI is loading (e.g., col. 17 line 62-col. 18 line 48). 

As to claim 4, Hobbs teaches the method wherein the global context flags are changed 
after the application using the UI receives any input from: 

an end-user comprising an input from a group of input devices consisting of a keyboard, 
mouse, pointing device, digitizing pen, light pen, track ball, touch screen (e.g., col. 12 lines 43- 
55, and fig. 1), motion detector, chemical sensor, sound sensor, and eye movement sensor. 

As to claim 5, Hobbs teaches the method wherein the global context flags are changed 
after the application using the UI receives an event-based trigger from one or the following 
events: 

a time event comprising an input from a time of day or elapsed time (video and audio 
media, e.g., col. 11 lines 17-25); and 

an information processing system event comprising a file status, a printing status (The 
information template can be a document specifically prepared for publication on the World Wide 
Web; a newsletter; white paper; or other document which has been printed, but converted into 
HTML, e.g., col. 1 1 lines 35-39), a modem status or a power supply status. 

As to claim 6, Hobbs teaches the method wherein the step of performing a Boolean 
operation is selected from the group of Boolean operations consisting of "AND", "OR" and 
"XOR" (Boolean comparison to do the judgment in the display processes, e.g., col 11 lines 55- 
67). 
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As to claim 7, Hobbs teaches the method wherein the step of associating one or more 
attributes to each of a plurality of UI objects from a table so that any changes in the table can be 
made without recompiling and/or re-linking an application using the UI (the key can be used to 
create a pop-up or floating window display for viewing by the user, and based on the key with a 
plurality of optimum values to create the display window/object, e.g., col. 8 lines 43-60, and col. 
171ine62-col. 18 line 48). 

As to claims 8-10, they are the equivalent system claims of method claims 1, 4, and 2 
respectively and are rejected under a similar rationale. 

As to claims 11-17, they are the equivalent program product claims of method claims 1-7 
respectively and are rejected under a similar rationale. 

As to claim 18, Hobbs teaches a method for presenting User Interface (UI) objects as pad 
of a UI on an information processing system, the method comprising: 

creating a first associative array for controlling a property of at least one UI object in a UI 
(a first associative array located at a computer application, e.g., col. 11 lines 54-55); 

performing a Boolean comparison between: 

at least one global context flag in the first associative array (argument acts as a 

key, e.g., col. 8 lines 40-43, and col. 17 line 62-col. 18 line 21); and 

at least one entry in a second associative array of at least one UI object 

graphical selections associated with the at least one UI object (a second associative array 
located at the Servers, e.g., col. 1 1 line 55-col. 12 line 14); and 
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presenting updates to the UI objects as past of the UI to an end-user in response to the 
Boolean comparison (using different keys to create different pop-up or floating window display 
for viewing by the user, e.g., col. 17 line 62-coI. 18 line 48), 

wherein the first associative array and the second associative array are indexed by a string 
(associative array can contain strings, characters, ids, keys, or addresses, etc.). 

As to claim 19, Hobbs teaches the method further comprising: 

receiving at least one of: 

a response from the end-user to the updates to the UI objects (using different keys to 
create different pop-up or floating window display for viewing by the user, e.g., col. 17 line 62- 
col. 18 line 48), and an event-based trigger. 

As to claim 20, Hobbs teaches the method further comprising: 

changing a state of the global context flag based on the response received from the end- 
user (the user can select the choices from the menu to execute some applications options, e.g., 
col. 8 Hnes 49-63). 

As to claims 21-23, they are the equivalent method claims of claims 4-6 respectively and 
are rejected under a similar rationale. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Sherlock et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0093527 Al) teach associative array, flags, 
Boolean comparison, tables, and applications (pages. 2-25, 72-75, and figs. 1-32). 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to True T Chuong whose telephone number is 571-272-4134, The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Heather R. Hemdon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



True T. Chuong 
06/09/05 



